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Language is the unique possession of man. It is
God's special gift to mankind. Without language human
civilization as we now know it would have remained an
impossihility. Language is ubiquitous. It 1s present
everywhere—in our thoughts and dreams, prayers and
meditations, relations and communications, and rituals.
Besides being a means of communication, and a
storehouse of knowledge, it is an instrument of thinking
as well as source of delight (e.g. singing). Language
dissipates superfluous nervous energy, directs motion in
others, both men and animal;, sets matter in motion as
in charms and incantations, transfers knowledge from
one person to another, from one . eneration 10 another.
Language is also the maker or unmaker of human
relationships. It is the use of language that makes a life
bxtter‘ or sweet. Without language man would have
remained only a dumb animal. It is our ability to
Communicate through words that makes us different from
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DEFINITION OF LANGUAGE

: Since linguistics i the study of lnnuua;:,_._ It .
imperntive for n linguist to know what Iﬂnguum, n
l.nn':uul:p 15 novery cnmplux hunmn_phunumennnj ']
nttomyts to define it have proved anduquam_ 1 o
nutshell, langunge is an "organised noise’ used iy, Ht‘tuh
socinl situntions. That is why it has also been defineqd ::

s . !
contextuahised systematic sounds.

In the Encyclopaedia Britannica, Vol.13, langy,
is defined as “a system of conventional, spoken or WntlE:
symbols by means of which human beings, as Member,
of n social group and participants in its cultur’
communicate.” Some other definitions which ars
currently popular in linguistic circles are cited beloy._

(I) "Language is a primarily. human and non.
instunctive method of communicating ideas
emotions and desires by means of a system of

voluntarily produced symbols.”
—Sapir, Language, 1921

(II) "Language in its widest sense means the sum
total of such signs of our thoughts and feelings as
are capable of external perception and as could be
produced and repeated at will."

—A.H. Gardiner, Speech and Language, 1935.

{IIIJ-"Languune may be definéd as the expression of
thought by means of speech-sounds.”
—Henry Sweet, The History of Language.

(IV) "A system of communication by sound, 1e.

through the organs of speech and hearing, among

human beings of a certain group or community,

using  vocal symbols possessing  arbitrary
conventional meanings.”

—Mario A.Pei and Frank Gaynor,

Dictionary of Linguistics, 1954

(V) "Lm'uguage 1S human....a verhal systrmﬂlif
symbolism....a means of transmitting

—

information...Za form of social behaviour.... . w:tha’
-
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: of convention.”
high degree —J.Whatmough, Language

(V1) “A language is 2 device that establishes sound

' ' rri ] ith signals
ning correlation, parring meaning wi ‘
$eaenn§le peupie to exchange ideas through

uences of sounds.”2
observi-lble = —Ronald W. Langacker,

Language & .Its Structure, 1967

: ' »m....based or
) "A Language (is a) symbol system...

ngrt'.? or arbitrary convention'....infinitely extendable
and modifiable according to the changing needs anc

conditions of the speakers.” . | .
— R.H. Robins, General Linguistic:

(VIII) "Languaz. 1S "audible, articulate humar
speech as produced by the action of the tongue anc
adjacent vocal organs.....The body of words and
methods of combining words used and understood

by a considerable community, especially when fixed
and elaborated by long usage; a tongue.”
— Webster's New International Dictionary, 2nd ed.

(IX) According to Transformationai Generative
Inguists like Noam Chomsky, language is the
innate capacity of native speakers to understand
o1d form grammatical sentences.

Anu.-opologists regard languape as a form of
cultural behaviour, sociologists as an interaction between
me_mbers i a social group, students of literature as an
‘artistic medium, philosophers as a means of Interpreting
 human expen’enqe, language teachers as a set of skills.

ghrxly, lenguage is such a complex phenomenon that to
b:hl:fiu::r lzkitlTnEsb'nf a single level as know_ledge,
. , habit, an event or an object will not

solve the problem of ‘its definition. None of the above

definition is perfect. Each |
s of the ' !
P e m just hints at certain
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CHARACTERISTICS OF LANGUAGy,

e is verbal, vocal: language ,
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1. Languag

Language is jn
5 —the sounds p '
;uﬂgsn;?eaningul message. [t also "“'EIH?S that SPeuc) -H
primary to writing. There are SEVerdl ianguagey ,,  *
world which have no wnting SYSLUI{?S. Yet they ary
languages becaus-” they are SPOI':}':H- usic and gy, H
also employ vocal sounds, but they TFB not I"‘nﬂuagt
Language is a systematic verbal symbolism; it majg, &
of verbal elements such as sounds, words, phrases which
are arranged in c -tain ways to make sentg, |
Language is vocal in as much as it 18 made up of Soung
which can be produced by the organs of speech,

2. Language is a means of communication

Language is the most powerful, convenient ang
permanent means and form of communication. Ny
linguistic symbols such as expressive gestures, signals of
various kinds, traffic lights, road signs, flags, braill
alphabets, the symbols of mathematics and logic, etc. are
also means of communication, yet they are not so flexible,
comprehensive, perfect and extensive as language is
Language is the best means of self-expression. It is
through language that humans express their thoughts,
desires, emotions, feelings; it is through it they storé
knowledge, transmit message, transfer knowledge and
experience from one person to another, from one
ga;eraﬁu:llt to lanuther. It is through it that humans
interact. It is lunguage apain
i iAo ge again that yokes present, past

3. I-anmllgg

“"‘h‘l

is a social phenomenon

Language is a set of co : s aative
: nventional communicatl
signals used by humans for - communication in °

community. Langunge in thig > of8
social grop, an indj SeNnse is a possessio 1g
its members tg mt:rz?:?s“h"* set of rules which per™

with each other: it i with each other, to w—o?::;u

. : :
member of society tha% 2“1;:311 mlz;)izgns. :;t;q :iﬂ ’: g
Mman being
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LANGUAGE - )
~ We are not born with an instivct to leamn a
lmg}::zﬁr language. If a language is not used in any
society, it dies out.
4. Language is non-instinctive, conventional
No language was created in a day out of a mutually
agreed upon formula by a group of humans. Langunage is
the gift of evolution and convention. Each pgeneration
transmits this converntion on to the next Li_ke all human
institutions lanjuages nlsothchnn_ge and die, grow and
expand. Every language then is a convention ‘in a
community. It is non-instinctive because it is acquired by
human being. Nubodygelaalnng!ngeu}hmtn_ge;he
acquimit,andhehubeenmﬂdedmthmmmte
ability to acquire language.
5. Language is arbitrary
: Bythaarbiunﬁnmnfhﬂgu:lg?w?mmma
no inherent or logical relation or similarity between any
given feature of language and its meaning. That is
entirely. arbitrary, that there is no direct, necessary
connection between the nature of things or ideas
language. Furthermore, these are at variation in different
languages of the world and have no uniformity.
6. Language is symbolic
The symbolism of language is a necessary
consequence of the feature of arbitrariness discussed
above. A symbol stands for something else; it is
something that serves as a substitute. Language is a
system of arbitrary symbols. For concepts, things, ideas,
objects, etc. We have sounds and words as symbols.
Language uses words essentially as symbols and not as

ggm: (e.g. in Maths.) for the concepts represented by
em.

7. Language is systematic
Although language is symbalic, its symbols
'arrnnged In a particular system_ All l-;‘:;;s‘hnu tha:i:'
; a]::tem of arrangements. Though symbols in each human

guage are finite; they can be arranged mfinitely, that

'is to say, we can produce an infim ;
‘a finite set of syrr bola. mte set of sentences by
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_ is a system of Ffs:ltems. Al
Every languab® .| and Wﬂff‘m{;“ tesystems'
3 sub-Sys

q system there are SEVLII'H . st.en'f w:m'hFUr
.1."'.'.5 w;l'.hl.n i -h - tha grnmmnu(:a Yy " e ave
exampie, wat lﬂd .‘.nu;:tic systems, and within th‘-‘-&e
morphole qeal and SY=E eral other systems such a¢

| P { tense, etc.

lanuages hav

= u '—lx'
PR ";‘L'.-“';" F:t‘nlk‘ we 111 ‘
tw Sub->! ' of mood. of aspect, 0

those of Fiur;u ‘ L :
Language 1S unique, creative, complex ang
. 1

modifiable
Language 15 unique phenomenon of the earth

£ach language i1s unique in its own sense. By‘t,h‘.ls we do
:';r;l Teaﬁ Lh;:-.l languages do not have any Simi ;ntll?.s.
beﬂ;lu‘.‘ their common features, cach language has its

peculianties and distinct features.

Language has creativity’ and productivity. The
structural elements of human language can be combined
to produce new utterances, which neither the speaker nor
his hearers may ever have said or heard befure any yet
which both sides understand without difficulty. Language
changes according to the needs of snri~*v

o Language is both linguistic and
communicative competence

A language is an abstract set of psychological
principles and sociological consideration that constitute
a person's competence as a -peaker in a given situation.
These psychological principles make available ta him an
unlimited number of sentences he can draw upon n
concrete situations and provide him with the ability t
;:;leer:qu and create entirely new sentences. Hen:
ru.lrE::l eiialﬁl?;;:ijum a verbal behaviour; it is a system !

ng correlations between meanings and

sound sequen : Tl

mastera-qi* i:ﬁllt is a set of principles that a speaker
language is a codanyﬂ}mg_a speaker does. In brief, 8
encoding; it is a SE :khu:'h is different from the act ©
than I'ais'lringuisti.l;pE ers linguistic cnmpel.enc'e rather
communicative cc? sriormance. But mere linguistic of
communication: it ha“;P;tEncu is not enough [OF
Competence. Tﬂis is the h? coupled with communicative
stress the use of | view of the sociolinguists Who

an .
Hu&‘Ee according to the occasion and
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LANGUAGE 7
context, the speaker and the listener, the profession and
the social status of the spenker and the listener. That
language is the result of social interaction is an
established truth,

10. Languageis human and structurally complex

No species other than humans has been endowed
with language. Animals cannot acquire human language
because of its complex structure and their physical
inadequa-ies. Amimals do not have the type of brain
which the human beings possess and their articulatory
organs are also very much different from those of the
human beings. Furthermore, any system of animal
communication does not make use of the quality of
features, that is, of concurrent systems of sound and

meaning.

TYPICAL QUESTIONS

1. What is language? What are ils chief
characteristics?

2. Ezxplain what is meant by the statement that
"language is a system of systems.
or

'"If we add together phonetics, grammar,
vocabulary and meaning, we still do not get a
complete picture of the language. For
language is not a group of these syslems, it is
a system of systems." Discuss.

. | Language may be defined as "a system of
arbitrary vocal symbols by which thought is
conveyed from one human being to the other".

gz;inr{;‘qnt briefly on each of the elemen is of this
niton: system, arbitrary, vocal. sy
vehicle of thought. ’ s embolds

4. Language does indeed tnvolve sound and

meaning; but il also involo |
situation. Discuss. es the study of the
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AN APPROACH TO LINGTUISTIC.

Discuss the statemeni that a language is a

network of system, give suitable example i,
tllustrate your answer.

Write a brf'ef note on the statement that q
Jangnu;,:c is based upon the culture cnd
conventions of the people who speak it.

What purpose does th '
ih sociarey e study of language serve
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